RISCA  URMN  DISTRICT  COUNCILt 
ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 


lilEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  year  ended  3lst  Decomber  1946* 


To  tho  Chairman  & Members  of  tho 
RISCA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL* 


Gentlemen^ 

I havo  tho  honour  of  prosontlng  my  Annual  Report  as 
Modical  Officer  of  Health  for  your  District  for  tho  year  ondod 
31s't  Docombor,  1946#  This  report  is  compiled  according  to 
instructions  contained  in  Circular  1961  (Wales)# 


SECTION  »A«  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA# 


Aroa  of  tho  District  (in  acros) 
Population  1945  •##  ##•  #•# 

Rateable  Value  ###  ## # ### 

Sum  roprosontod  by  ono  ponny  rato 


# # # 

• • • 

# # # 

# # # 

4,195 

• • • 

# # • 

# • # 

# # • 

14,790 

• # • 

# • • 

# • # 

• # # 

£52,844 

• # • 

# • • 

#•  # 

#•  • 

£ 191^ 

VITAL  STATISTICS# 

Birth  Rato  per  1,000  of  tho  estimated  resident  population  - 18#5 

Tho  Birth  Rato  for  England  and  Vifalos  - 19 #1 

Tho  Birth  Rato  for  Monmouthshire  was  - 19#0 

INFANT  MORTALITY# 

Total  Males  Female  s # 

Deaths  of  Infants  undor  1 year  IS  9 3 

Death  Rato  of  Infants  undor  1 year  of  ago 
per  1,000  live  births 

Death  Rato  per  1,000  of  tho  estimated  resident  population  - 11#6 

Death  Rato  for  England  and  Walos  - 11#5 

Death  Rato  for  County  of  Monmouth  - 11#7 

Infant  Death  Rato  for  County  of  Monmouth  - 47*6 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS# 


Tho  Chief  industries  carried  on  in  this  Aroa  are  coal- 
mining and  its  subsidiary  industries,  also  steel  manufacturing# 
There  are  also  sovoral  stone  quarries  and  brick  works#  Those 
industries  do  not  havo  any  particular  influonco  on  public  health# 


Ages  at  Death  of  children  undor  1 year,  194t^# 


Undor  1 week  7 

1- 2  weeks  1 

2- 3  v/ooks  0 

3- 4  weeks 

Total  undor  1 month  g 

1-3  months  2 

3-6  months  1 

6-9  months  1 

9 -12  months  ** 


12 

Thoro  are  no  special  causes  of  sicknoss  during  tho 
year  *which  need  reporting  upon#  Tho  general  conditions  of  health 
v/oro  good# 
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SECTION  «B»  - GEiinB/Ox  PROVISION  OF  HEALTE  SaRVICSS  FOR  THB  iiREA» 

1 • Public  Health  Officor  of  tho  Authority* 

Part-time  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  whole -time 
Sanitary  Inspector  v/ho  acts  as  Poods  Inspector# 

2#  Thoro  aro  no  changes  In  tho  services  provided  under  tho 

follO¥/lng  hoadsj- 

(a)  Laboratory  Pacilitios# 

(b)  Ambulance  Pac ill ties# 

Tho  Sto  John  Ambulance  is  available  for  accidents 
and  sickness  to  which  a number  of  tho  population 
contribute  a small  weekly  foe# 

(c)  Nursing  in  tho  homo# 

Thoro  is  a very  efficient  voluntary  Nursing  Association 
in  tho  Area  vjhich  employs  throe  district  nursos# 

(d)  Clinics  and  Troatmont  Centres# 

Those  aro  availo.blo  and  controlled  by  tho  Monmouthshire 
County  Council# 

(o)  Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary, 

Tho  Hospitals  used  arc  tho  Royal  Gwont  Hospital, 
Nov/port,  the  Cardiff  Rojral  Infirmary  and  tho  Hospitals 
controlled  by  tho  Monmouthshire  County  Council  Public 
Assistance  Coirmittoo# 

SECTION  »C»  - SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA# 

1#  water# 

Tho  particulars  of  water  supplies  have  not  materially  altered# 
Tho  supply  during  the  year  has  boon  both  satisfactory  in 
quantity  and  quality# 

2#  Drains  and  Soworago# 

There  has  been  no  important  o:xtonsions  to  tho  soworago  and 
drainage  system  of  tho  District  during  the  yoar# 

3#  Rivers  and  Streams# 

No  action  was  takon  to  chock  the  pollution  of  r Ivors  and 
strco.ms  in  the  area  during  the  yoar# 

4#  _Closot  Accommodation# 

P^iTticulars  will  bo  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report# 

5*  Public  Cleansing:# 

Thoro  wore  no  oxtonsions  or  improvements  during  tho  yoar  in 
tho  arrangements  for  public  cleansing# 

6 • Sanitary  Inspect  ion  of  tho  Atoa# 

A classified  statomont  of  tho  promises  visited,  tho  defects  ajad 
nuisances  discovered  and  tho  action  and  result  of  action  taken 
with  regard  to  thoso  v/ill  bo  found  in  tho  Sanitary  Inspector's 
Report  # 

V#  Shops# 


The  shops  in  tho  area  aro  periodically  visitod  by  your  Sanitary 
Inepoctor  and  appropriate  action  takon  to  deal  v/ith  any  nuisancos 
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or  defects  dis cover edi* 

8»  Smoke  Abatement  a 

No  action  was  taken  in  reference  to  this  paragraph# 

9*  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools# 

There  is  one  open  air  Swimming  Pool  owned  by  the  Council# 

This  pool  is  used  to  a great  extent  and  is  conducted  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner# 

10#  Camping  Sites# 

There  are  no  Camping  Sites  in  this  Area# 

11#  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs# 

10  Houses  woro  found  to  bo  infos  tod  with  bugs#  In  each  case 
complete  eradication  was  affoctod#  All  cracks,  crevicos, 
woodv/ork,  etc*,  na,o  treated  with  the  blow  lamp  and  then 
sprayed  v/ith  Zaldocido# 

12#  Schools# 

The  Schools  in  the  district  woro  visited  during  tho  year  and 
v/hon  defects  vjorc  found  they  woro  reported  to  tho  Education 
Authority# 

SECTION 

1*  INSPECTION  OF  DW:JiLING  HOUSES  DUHING  TIB  YEAR# 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspoctod  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  •##  llO 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  mado  for  tho  purpose  #•# 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  undor 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  v/oro  inspoctod 
and  recorded  under  tho  Housing 

Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  #••  •••  ••# 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  mado  for  tho  purpose  #•• 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  bo  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  Injurious  to  health  as 

to  bo  unfit  for  human  );^abitation  ###  •#•  #•# 
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(4)  Number  of  dv/olling  houses  (exclusive  of  thoso 
referred  to  undor  tho  pro coding  sub-head) 
found  to  bo  in  full  rospocts  reasonablo  fit 
for  human  habitation  •#•  •##  •••  ••• 


2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEiiR  mTEOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL 
NOTICE#  ; ” ^ 


Number  of  dofective  dwelling  houses  rondorod  fit  in  consoquonco 
of  informal  action  by  tho  Local  Authority  of  thoir  Officers 

- 90 

3#  ACTION  UNDER  S!E'.TUT0RY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YE/iR# 

(a)  Proceedings  undor  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  tho  Housing 
Act  1936* 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  v/hlch  woro  rendered 

fit  jSftcr  service  of  formal  notices  ##•  •• 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  •#•  #• 


- 4 - 


(a)  By  OY/ners. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners* 

(b)  Iroceedings  under  Lublic  Health  Acts  - 


(1)  Number  of  dvi/eliing  houses  in  respect  of  vjhich 
notices  wore  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
romodiod  ,o.  . . o--  ... 


( ) Number  of  d\i/elling  houses  in  v^hich  dofocts  wore 
romodiod  after  service  of  formal  notices  •• 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  tho  Housins 
Act,  1936:-  ^ 


3.3 
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(1)  Number  of  dv/olling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
demolition  orders  v/ore  mado 

(2)  Number  of  dv/olling  houses  demolished  in  pursuanoo 

of  Domilition  Orders  « 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  tho  Housing  Act  1936j-. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tonenonts  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  v/oro  mado  « 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  v/oro  determined 
tho  tenement  of  room  having  boon  rendered  fit 

4.  HOUSING  ACT.  1956 « OVERCROVmNG. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellit:igs  overcrowded  at  tho  end  of 

tho  year  ^ gg 

(2)  Number  of  familios  dv/olling  therein  - 156 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ••  734 

(b)  Number  of  noY/  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ^ 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  overcrowding  relieved  during 

tho  yoar  *.7 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concornod  in  such  casos  - 29 

(d)  particulars  of  any  houses  becoming  ovcrcrovjdod  after 
first  relief 


SECTION 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  POOBa 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

Farms  and  Dairies  have  boon  regularly  inspected  and  samples  of 
mlk  taken  and  examined  for  bacterial  content  and  for  tubercle 
bacili,  under  tho  various  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders*  For 
details  seo  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report* 

(b)  I'.iBAT  AND  OTHER  POODS* 

For  action  taken  v;ith  regard  to  Moat  and  other  Poods,  Slaughter 
Houses,  etc,,  see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report* 
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( o ) ADULTERATION^ 

No  special  action  was  taken  under  these  Acts  and  Regulations* 

*])  i^)  CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD* 

Ample  use  is  made  of  the  facilities  provided  by  the  County 
Laboratory* 

(e)  NUTRITION, 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Section, 

SECTION  »P»* 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

All  oases  of  notifiable  diseases  are  visited  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector,  If  necessary,  arrangements  are  made 
for  the  removal  of  patients  to  an  Isolation  Hospital# 

Thoro  wore  36  oasos  of  Scar lot  Povor  as  compared 
with  19  during  tho  previous  yoar, 

Thoro  woro  no  cases  of  Corobro  Spinal  Meningitis 
notified  during  tho  yoar, 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION, 


Number  of  children  immunised  during  tho  yoar  - 496 


Total  No*  of  dhlldron  who  woro  givon  a 
secondary  or  roinforoing  injoction 


- 712, 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


c 

A S E S NOT 

I P I E D 

D 

E A T H S 

)^ge 

Periods 

Pulmonary, 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M,  P, 

Pulmonary, 

Mo  P. 

Non-Bulmonary* 

M.  P, 

0 

1 



1-5 

5-15 

5 

1 

15  - 25 

1 3 

1 

1 1 

25  - 35 

6 2 

1 

3 

' 

35  - 45 

1 1 

3 1 

45  - 65 

1 1 

1 2 

65  & over 

Total 

9 7 

5 

1 

1 

i 

1 

' lO 

1 

i 1 

1 

INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES. 
AND  WORIiSHOFS, 


Premises® 

Insoe  ctions 

^'TTitten 

Notices 

Prosecutions® 

Pactories  with  Mechanical  Power 

34 

mm 

mm 

Pnctorles  without  Mechanical  Pov/er 

25 

- 

mm 

Other  Premises 

8 

mm 

67 

ssxB&aca 


DEi'ECTS  POUND  IN  FACTORIES  AND  ?/ORKSHOPS< 


Do  f o ct  s 
f omd 


Want  of  Cleanliness 
Over  crov/ding 

Unreasonable  Temperature 
Inadequate  Ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
Sanitary  Conveniences# 
Insufficient 
Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  separate  for  Sexes 
Othor  Offences 


Defects , 
Romodiod 


Refer  to 
H.M.  Insp 


Prose- 

cutions. 


I havo  the  honour  to  bo,  Gontlomon, 
Your  obodiont  Servant, 

A .W.  PATERSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health# 
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RISGA  URBA.N  DISTRICT  COUNCIL^ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  year  ended  31st  Docemhorji  1946  ♦ 


To 'the  Chairman  & Members  of  the 
RISCA  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

Gentlemen, 

I bog  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  accomplished  by  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the 
year  ended  the  31st  December,  1946a 

Std'bnmont  of  Sanitary  and  Housing  Works  completed  during  year« 

BXTERIORa 

Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof  82 

Eavosguttors  repaired  or  renewed  46 

Chimney  Stacks  repaired  9 

Ventilating  Shafts  repaired  12 

INTERIOR* 

Windbvjs  renewed  or  repaired  25 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  24 

’^jalls  roplastorod  40 

Fireplaces  renov^od  or  repaired  10 

Staircases  renewed  or  repaired  8 

DRAINAGE* 

Drains  repaired  7 

Drains  cleansed  70 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  and  provided  wiih  covers  22 

^■jaste  pipes  provided  4 

WATER  CLOSETS* 

Now  pedestal  pans  provided  17 

Flush  tanks  provided  14 

Closet  compartments  repaired  10 

Miscellaneous  Repairs  and  Nuisances  ore*.  Abated* 

Water  Services  repaired  10 

Houses  provided  with  Water  Supply  5 

Houses  fumigated  or  sprayed  after  infectious  disease  60 

Houses  sprayed  for  vermin  16 

• 

The  above  mattorQ  give  no  indication  of  the  time  and 
effort  expended  in  carrying  them  out  duo  to  the  acute  shortage  of 
labour  and  materials  prevailing  in  the  area* 

IfAspoction  of  Meat  and  oiher  Food* 

The  butcher’s  shops  of  the  district  wore  regularly 
visited  ard  the  meat  examined*  Our  slaughterhouses  are  still 
closed  arid  all  moat  coming  into  the  aroa  is  examined  at  the  Publi 
Abattoir^  Newport* 
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Many  visits  wore  paid  to  tho  shops  vory  ofton  at  tho 
request  of  tho  traders# 

Tho  following  aro  particulars  of  moat  and  other  foods 
surrendered  during  tho  yoar>- 

395  lbs  English  Beef 

3l4s  ” Imported  Beef# 

41  lbs  Bacon# 

30s-  lbs  Ham*-- 

Carcase  and  organs  of  Sheep 

8 Boxes  Kippers# 

9-s  lbs  cheese •— — 

1  Pigs  Hoad# 

1 Log  of  Lamb#  - 

111  lbs  Prunes# 

271  lbs  Butter# 

24  lbs  Margarine#—— 

7 6 lb  tins  Corned  Boof*. 

32  tins  Evaporated  Milk# 

21  tins  Condensed  Milk# 

16  tins  Sr owed  Steak# 

20  tine  Sardines# — 

33  tins  Beans# — — _ 

8 tins  Peas# 

2 tins  Spaghetti# 

3 tins  Soup# — 

8 tins  Pilchards# 

49  tins  Salmon*-—— 

3 tins  Tomatoes#— 

5 tins  Carrots# 

7 tins  pork  Luncheon  Moat#- 

4 tins  Mackerel# — - 

13  tins  Plums# 

2 tins  Crawfish# — - 

10  tins  Jam# 


Milk  Supply# 

Tho  Cowsheds,  Milkshops  and  Dairies  in  your  District 
wore  poriodico.lly  visited  during  tho  year  to  ensure  that  tho  milk 
produced  and  retailed  in  tho  area  was  clean  and  free  from 
contamination# 

There  aro  27  milk  traders  operating  in  the  area  3 
bringing  in  milk  from  other  areas# 

145  samples  of  milk  v^oro  taken  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  analysis  to  tho  Laboratories#  Of  those  144  were 
satisfactory  -while  tho  remaining  1 failed  to  pass  tho  required 
tests  # 

Tho  throe  grades  of  milk  under  the  Milk  Special 
Designations  Order  aro  Certified  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin 
Tested#  One  firm  retails  Pasteurised  Milk  in  the  area* 

H^^fiietrv  of  Food  Rodent  Control  Scheme# 

At  tho  beginning  of  tho  year  a maintenance  treatment  of 
tho  sower  manholes  of  the  district  was  completed#  Those 
treatments  have  vory  beneficial  effects  upon  tho  degree  of 
surface  infestations  and  this  is  refloctod  in  tho  number  of 
complaints  received# 


Bono  Taint# 

II  II 

II  !l 

II  II 

.Dropsy  and  Em  elation# 
Decomposition# 

^ H 

Tuberculosis# 

Abscessji 

Decomposition# 

Tainted# 

II 

_Bl  own* 

II 

^ II 
II 
If 

- II 

II 

— II 
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II 
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II 
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Shops  Inspections  under  Shops  Acts  1912  « 1958# 

During  tho  courso  of  tho  year  ijpany  visits  wore  paid 
to  shops  and  particular  attention  v/as  paid  to  cleanliness, 
ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences  and  their  condition,  washing 
facilities  and  as  to  v/hethor  seating  accommodation  was  provided 
for  female  on^loyoos. 

Frequent  visits  wore  also  made  at  night  to  ensure  that 
tho  closing  hours  specified  under  the  Acts  wore  hoing  observed* 

I v/as  quite  satisfied  that  tho  hours  were  being 
observed  and  v\rould  add  tliat  in  some  instances  shops  wore  found 
to  bo  closed  before  tho  nornnl  times* 

Infectious  Diseases* 

All  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  promptly 
visited  and  all  efforts  v/ero  made  to  trace  tho  courso  of  infection* 

Advice  is  given  tx>  the  householders  together  with 
a warning  notice  v/hich  is  placed  in  the  window*  Tho  house  is 
thoroughly  fumigated  or  sprayed  when  the  attending  Doctor 
certifies  tho  patient  to  bo  free  from  infection* 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  Servant, 

GLYN  M.  JENKINS, 

Sanitary  Inspector* 


s. 
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